
THE WAY

• More English lessons from year 5
• Bilingual profile from year 7
• English-language courses in the upper school
• IB examinations in English

For suitable students, it is also possible to start in years 11 or 12.

THE PROGRAMME IN YEARS 12 AND 13

• German university entrance qualification (Abitur) AND
• International Baccalaureate (IB)

Simultaneous acquisition of both qualifications at the end of year 13

ADDRESSEES - FOR WHOM?

The IB Diploma Programme is aimed at interested students who 
enjoy learning in and out of school and meet the following 
requirements:

• Willingness to make an effort: accepting new challenges
• Enthusiasm: developing interest and curiosity
• Cosmopolitanism: getting to know cultures, living tolerance
• Interest in science: researching phenomena, 

gaining knowledge
• Social commitment: taking responsibility for yourself and 

others
• Communication skills: understanding and expressing ideas 

and
• Interest: Using English at a very high level in a variety of 

different contexts.

THE CONCEPT

• Using synergies to link content for the centralised 
Abitur with the requirements of the IB

• Personal development through extensive extracurricular 
activities in the social, creative and sporting fields

• Strengthening maths and science (MINT) skills through a 
high practical component

THE CANON OF SUBJECTS
The curriculum of the Diploma Programme (DP) consists of a 
core programme and six subjects from different subject groups. 
Three of the six subjects are taken at a higher level (Higher Level 
HL), the other three at a basic level (Standard Level SL). Three 
additional exciting subjects are taught in the core:

1. Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
(a compulsory course on epistemology - how do we 
gain knowledge?)

2. Extended Essay (EE)
(an independently written specialised paper of approx. 
4000 words)

3. Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
(Pupils independently plan projects in the three areas, carry 
them out and reflect on them)

THE FINANCING
Funding the International Baccalaureate programme is not a 
matter of course for the Schiller School. Our sponsors, without 
whom the realisation of the programme would not be 
possible, see
They are listed below. In addition, each student has to pay 
the examination fee of approx. 600€ for the complete 
diploma. For Certificates, an examination fee of approx. 100€ 
per subject is due. An additional commitment fee of €100 is 
charged per school year (or from €50 for certificates).

Diversity and equal opportunities are of particular concern to 
the Schiller School and are firmly anchored in our values. In 
order to guarantee access to the IB and the opportunities it 
opens up regardless of the individual income situation, the 
VIBS can discreetly help families with financial difficulties if 
necessary, in line with the purpose of the association.
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THE CURRENT SPONSORS

• Lower Saxony Ministry of Culture
• Kurt Alten Foundation https://kurt-alten-stiftung.de
• VIBS: schillerschule-hannover.de/ib-foerderverein/

REASONS FOR THE IB IN ADDITION TO THE BACCALAUREATE

The importance of the IB goes far beyond language certificates 
and bilingual qualifications - especially as the science IB is often 
chosen at the Schiller School.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) is an internationally 
recognised school-leaving qualification in accordance with the 
standards of the International Baccalaureate Organisation based 
in Geneva.

It is an entrance qualification for studying at universities all over 
the world.

The special quality features result from the philosophy of the IB, 
which combines academic education and personal development 
to a special degree.

The IB is also an excellent qualification for applications to 
colleges and universities in Germany. This is based on the 
personal qualifications acquired in addition to the Abitur:

• Strengthening independent forms of work in an 
interdisciplinary, scientific-propaedeutic approach

• Mastery of own work organisation and time 
management

• Broadening the perspective through intercultural perspectives
• Emphasising social engagement beyond the classroom

Our experience shows that thanks to additional support and in-
depth treatment, the IB Diploma at the Schillerschule

• promotes rather than impairs A-level performance,
• on scientific work and
• good time management.
• IB graduates are near native speakers.
• IB graduates are even better prepared for their studies.

International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma Programme as an additional 
offer
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