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" Assessment policy — IB Diploma Programme and Abitur
Philosophy and principles

Assessment at Schillerschule is an integrated part of teaching and learning.
Assessment has to show a balance between formative and summative functions.
Formative functions are to encourage students, to help students to learn how to learn
and to support self- and peer-assessment. The goal is to help students gain self-
confidence on their endeavor of becoming autonomous and international-minded life-
long learners.

Summative functions are aimed to show the student’s achievement levels at the end of
a learning unit or a term. Summative assessment is based on criteria and regarded as
an ongoing process.

Assessment practice at Schillerschule is ongoing and allows students to individually
gain their best possible results in the IB Diploma and the national curriculum.
Learning processes at school are regarded as part of a lifelong-learning process and
helps students to become autonomeous learner.

Schillerschule implements the major principles of assessment according to the
regulations of the Ministry of Education of Lower Saxony and the standards set by the
IBO.

The Ministry of Education of Lower Saxony states:
- Assessment cannot only depend on selective performance (tests and
examinations) but has to include all aspects and stages of a learning process.

- Assessment is based on written, oral and other subject-specific tests or forms of
showing skills and understanding. Oral contribution and active participation in
class are vital elements of assessment in all subjects.

This is in accordance with the principles stated by the IBO
- Assessment plays a crucial role in supporting learning as well as in measuring
learning. In the Diploma Programme (DP), assessment is intended to support
curricular goals and to encourage appropriate student learning. (Reference:
Diploma Programme: From principles into practice, © International
Baccalaureate Organization)
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Assessment practice
Schillerschule offers two programmes:

- As a state school (Gymnasium) in Lower Saxony, Schillerschule offers classes
for the national curriculum in years 5 — 13 leading to a leaving-certificate at the
end of year 10 and to the Abitur at the end of year 13.

- Additionally to the Abitur, students may take courses and examinations in years
12 and 13 for the IB Diploma Programme.

Subject committees

According to the regulations in Lower Saxony, there is a permanent committee for
each subject consisting of teachers, students and parents. The committees decide on
specific practices of assessment and the corresponding indicators for each subject at
Schillerschule (according to the framework given by the Ministry of Education).

The practices are published at school for all members of the school community, for
instance at the school’s internal server “iserv” and in parts on the website

http://www.schillerschule-hannover.de

The heads of the departments chair the corresponding committees. They are
responsible for the implementation and evaluation of the assessment policies in their
subject. The heads of departments are also responsible for the introduction and
training of new teachers to the school’s assessment practices.

All IB-teachers are part of their respective subject committee as stated above.
Decisions about the implementation of IB-related aspects are taken by the IB-subject-
staff as a sub-committee.

Assessment and grading in the National curriculum — Abitur Programme in year
12 and 13

For the final grade in the Abitur, two thirds are based on summative assessment
during the two years of study (students have to pass 2-4 written examinations per
subject and year, the grades are based on a combination of the results of the written
examinations and oral and other subject-specific tests or forms of showing skills and
understanding). One third of the final grade is based on the results in the final
examinations at the end of year 13 (4 written examinations and one oral examination).
Students’ achievements are graded on a scale from 15 (highest) to O.
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Oral and written examinations during the two-year course of study are internally set,
the standardized final examinations (Abiturpriufungen) are provided by the Ministry of
Education.

In general, all components including the final examinations are internally assessed, the
latter are monitored by the Ministry of Education.

The award regulations for the Abitur are manifold and communicated to the students
by the head of the upper years.

References: Verordnung lber die gymnasiale Oberstufe (VO-GO) and Verordnung
tber die Abschliisse in der gymnasialen Oberstufe, im Beruflichen Gymnasium, im
Abendgymnasium und im Kolleg (AVO-GOBAK).

Assessment and grading in the IB Diploma Programme in year 12 and 13

For the final grades in the IB Diploma Programme, assessment is either done
internally (and monitored by the IBO) or directly externally by the IBO. Internally
assessed components might be for instance oral activities, written investigations,
fieldwork or practical work. All IB-assessment is performed according to standardized
criteria. The percentages of internally vs. externally assessed components varies
between the different subjects. As a rule of thumb, the final external examinations
count for at least two thirds of the final grade. The standardized final examinations are
provided by the IBO.

Teachers are informed about the assessment philosophy and principles of the IBO and
the practical implementation through IB-approved workshops and publications (for
instance: Assessment principles and practices—Quality assessments in a digital age
© International Baccalaureate Organization).

In IB subject group meetings, the feedback from the IBO on the external and internal
assessments of the last examinations is analysed. Examples of internally assessed
coursework are shared and discussed in this process in order to ensure the quality of
the assessment in accordance with the IB criteria.

Teachers inform the students about the IB-assessments in their subject.

Award of the Diploma: Core requirements

o DP category students must study six subjects, plus the three core subjects—
EE, TOK and CAS. They must accumulate no fewer than 24 points from
assessment in these subjects, in addition to grade stipulations.

o They must meet all of the additional requirements—see next section.

o Students who successfully meet these conditions will be awarded the diploma.
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o Students who take the diploma in multiple languages may be eligible for a
bilingual diploma.

The IB diploma is awarded based on performance across all parts of the DP.
o Each subject is graded 1-7, with 7 being the highest grade.

e These grades are also used as points (that is, 7 points for a grade 7, 6 points
for a grade 6, and so on) in determining if the diploma can be awarded.

o« TOK and the EE are graded A—E, with A being the highest grade. These two
grades are then combined in the diploma points matrix to contribute between 0
and 3 points to the total.

o CAS is not assessed but must be completed in order to pass the diploma. See
next section.

e The overall maximum points from subject grades, TOK and the EE is therefore
45: ((6 x 7) + 3).

e The minimum threshold for the award of the diploma is 24 points. If a student
scores less than 24 points, the diploma is not awarded.

Additional requirements

There are a number of additional requirements for the award of the diploma.
e CAS requirements have been met.
o There is no “N” awarded for TOK, the EE or for a contributing subject.
e There is no grade E awarded for TOK and/or the EE.
o There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
e There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (SL or HL).
e There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (SL or HL).

e The student has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects. (For students who
register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades count.)

e The student has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects. (Students who register
for two SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL.)

e The student has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final
Award Committee.
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Bilingual diploma

In addition, students who have completed these conditions through multiple languages
may be eligible for a bilingual diploma.

A bilingual diploma will be awarded to a successful student who fulfils one or more of
the following criteria.

o Completion of two languages selected from the studies in language and
literature subject group with the award of a grade 3 or higher in both languages.

o Completion of one of the subjects from the individuals and societies, or
sciences subject groups in a language that is not the same as the student’s
nominated studies in language and literature language. The student must attain
a grade 3 or higher in both the studies in language and literature language and
the subject from individuals and societies, or sciences subject groups.

Pilot subjects and interdisciplinary subjects can contribute to the award of a bilingual
diploma, provided the above conditions are met.

The following cannot contribute to the award of a bilingual diploma.
e An extended essay
e A school-based syllabus

o A subject taken by a student in addition to the six subjects for the diploma
(“additional subjects”)

Reference: Diploma Programme Assessment procedures /A 2.2: Award of the
Diploma © International Baccalaureate Organization

Combining IB Diploma Programme and Abitur in year 12 and 13

IB Diploma students at Schillerschule study for the national curriculum (Abitur) at the
same time. In practice, students attend courses that prepare for IBDP and Abitur at a
time. In some subjects, they might as well attend extra lessons for the additional 1B
contents.

Both systems use criteria-based assessments. Moreover, philosophy and principles
between IB Programme and national curriculum assessment at Schillerschule are very
similar.

However, there are differences in summative assessment between IBDP and Abitur.
Namely, externally marked components cover a greater part for the IBDP and different
assessment criteria are used. Therefore, the understanding of the use of Diploma
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Programme assessment criteria is essential for the success of the programme. This is
put into practice by the following means:

- Al IB staff is qualified by IB-approved workshops.

- All IB staff is at the same time part of the structures for the national curriculum.

- Collaborative planning takes place in all subject groups to clarify and
standardize the assessment criteria for the subjects taught in the IBDP.

- The students are informed about the differences in summative assessments
between Abitur and IBDP in general by the IBDP coordinator.

- The students are informed about the IBDP assessment criteria in the subjects
by their IB subject teachers. Feedback on the student’s achievement is based
on the assessment criteria.

- The assessment criteria in each subject are either copied and handed out to the
students by the subject teachers or are made available by the school’s internal
communication platform (iserv)

In practice, the assessment for the national curriculum often serves at the same time
as a feedback on the performance against the IBDP criteria. On the other hand, IB
internal assessments might be used for summative assessment for the national
curriculum.

Assessment practice in detail

In each year and each new course in every subject, students are introduced by their
teachers to the assessment expectations.

All students get a certificate at the end of each semester in years 5 to 13. The subject
grades consist of

- one or two written examinations (in total contributing between 30% and 50% of

the final grade as decided by the subject committee) and

- “further participation”, consisting of
oral participation in class (assessed at least twice per semester)
regularity and quality of homework
engagement in project work, presentations, ...
other subject-specific tests or forms of showing skills and understanding

O O O O

Standardization of assessment is an essential part of work of the subject committees.
As an example, the final written examinations of all students in all subjects for the
Abitur are 1) graded by the course teacher, 2) controlled and regraded by a second
subject teacher, 3) standardized by a third subject teacher who is responsible to keep
the same standards between different courses of the same subject 4) formally
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controlled by a member of the senior management to standardize assessment across
the subjects and at times 5) controlled by the ministry of education.

Formal oral examinations take place in at least one subject per student in the final
Abitur-examinations. These examinations are conducted by at least three subject
teachers, leading to further standardization of the oral assessments in general.

In years 12 and 13, past examination papers of IB examinations and Abitur examinations
play a key role to direct the learning process and for preparing the students for the
different formats.

Schillerschule prepares students for two rigorously assessed programmes at a time.
That means that timelines have to be designed in such a way that all requirements can
be met. For this purpose, the timelines are regularly discussed by IB-Coordinator and
IB-teachers. The timelines are given to students and parents and feedback for
improvements is gathered.

Processes for recording and reporting assessment

At mid-term, all students are informed by their subject teacher about their
performances against all aspects of assessment (as mentioned above). At the same
time, this feedback may serve as opportunity to encourage students, give advice and
practical help for further improvement.

Additionally, the class teachers in grade 5 — 11, the tutor in years 12 — 13 and the
coordinators analyze the student’s performance and give further feedback and
assistance.

At the same time, the students give feedback to their teachers. The feedback
comprises aspects such as the preparation of the lessons, the teaching itself, the
methodology, the assessment etc.

At the end of each semester, students get a certificate. For minors, the certificate has
to be signed by the parents and this signature is controlled by the class teachers or
tutor. IBDP students get additional information on their performance against the IB-
criteria (predicted grades) by their subject teachers.

On parent-teacher consultation days, individual appointments with teachers can be
made. Furthermore, parents are continuously informed about their children’s
performance against the assessment criteria. The Schiller-planner serves as a means
of written communication between teachers and parents. Teachers can be contacted
via iserv at any time. It is part of the school’s written etiquette that questions have to
be answered within three days.
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Assessment policy, language policy and inclusion policy

The assessment principles at Schillerschule apply for language assessment as well.

There may be special arrangements for assessment for students who are not yet
fluent in German or who have performance deficits, e.g. dyslexia. Examples for
different assessment principles are for instance the possibility of extension of time
allowed for tests / examination. Further information can be found in the language
policy and the inclusion policy.

Assessment policy and admissions policy

All IBDP students at Schillerschule must have a high level of English proficiency to
cope with the task to learn subjects from group 3 to group 6 in English. A further
requirement is a good performance in all relevant subjects. This information is taken
from talks with former teachers and from the reports from the years before entering
year 12.
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