
 
Schillerschule Hannover: Academic Integrity policy 

 

Introduction 

In accordance with the school’s mission statement, the ethical practices manifested in 
the IB Diploma Programme1 and the regulations given by Lower Saxony’s Ministry of 
Education, we believe that academic integrity is essential to the learning process at 
our school. Therefore at Schillerschule Hannover, we are committed to fostering an 
environment of academic integrity, where honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and 
responsibility are the fundamental values. Upholding these values ensures that all 
students have the opportunity to engage in authentic learning experiences and that the 
value of their education is recognized and respected both within and beyond our 
community. 

Purpose 

This policy outlines the expectations for academic integrity at Schillerschule Hannover 
and provides a framework for addressing incidents of academic misconduct. It applies 
to all students, staff, and stakeholders involved in the academic process. 

Definitions 

1. Academic Integrity: The commitment to and demonstration of honest and 
moral behavior in an academic setting. This includes producing original work 
and properly acknowledging the ideas and contributions of others. 

2. Academic Misconduct: Any action that undermines the integrity of education 
and includes, but is not limited to: 

o Plagiarism: Presenting someone else's work or ideas as one's own 
without proper attribution. 

o Collusion: Unauthorized collaboration with others in the preparation of 
work. 

o Cheating: Using unauthorized materials or receiving/giving unauthorized 
assistance during an examination or in the completion of assignments. 

o Duplication of Work: Submitting the same work for different 
assessment components or academic requirements without prior 
consent. 

 
1 For instance in: Academic integrity policy © International Baccalaureate Organization, 
published October 2019, updated March 2023 
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o Fabrication: Falsifying data, information, or citations in any academic 
exercise. 

o Misuse of Artificial Intelligence (AI): Utilizing AI tools or software to 
generate content, answers, or insights without appropriate disclosure 
and attribution, or in a manner not permitted by the assignment 
guidelines. 

o Endangering the integrity of the IB examinations before, during or 
after the completion of the examination. 

Expectations 

1. Administrative team, including Head of School, the IB coordinator and the 
extended management team: 

o Foster an environment where academic integrity is understood and 
valued. 

o Ensure that teachers, school staff, students, parents and guardians have 
a common understanding of academic integrity as stated in this policy. 

o Support the teachers in the reporting, investigation and determining 
consequences of academic misconduct. 

o Investigate and report any case of maladministration (violation of IB or 
state rules or regulations by the school or body of staff) 

2. Teachers: 

o Will educate students on the importance of academic integrity and the 
proper methods of citation, including the ethical use of AI tools. 

o Ensure that students understand what constitutes academic misconduct 
and the consequences. 

o Are responsible for designing assessments that minimize opportunities 
for academic misconduct. 

o Design and grade assessments in accordance with the regulations set by 
the IBO / Lower Saxony. 

o Will report suspected cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate 
members of the administrative team. 

3. Students: 

o Must understand and adhere to the principles of academic integrity as 
stated in this policy. 
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o Are responsible for producing original work and appropriately citing all 
sources of information, including those generated by AI. 

o Should seek clarification from teachers when uncertain about citation 
practices or what constitutes academic misconduct. 

o Must disclose the use of AI tools in their work and ensure that their use 
complies with assignment guidelines. 

o Must report acts of academic misconduct to their teachers and/or 
programme coordinator. 

4. Parents and Guardians: 

o Should support the school's academic integrity policy and encourage 
their children to uphold the highest standards of honesty and integrity in 
their academic work. This includes assistance of parents/guardians to 
their children.  

o Must report acts of academic misconduct to the IB coordinator and/or the 
Head of School and/or the IBO. 

Procedures 

1. Prevention and Education: 

o For academic integrity, there are a variety of matters in existence for all 
students at Schillerschule (see appendix A of this policy) 

2. Detection and Reporting: 

o Teachers and staff will use various methods, including plagiarism 
detection software and AI detection tools, to identify potential academic 
misconduct. 

o Any suspected academic misconduct must be reported to the school’s 
administrative team. 

3. Investigation: 

o The school’s administrative team will investigate all reported cases of 
academic misconduct. 

o Students involved will have the opportunity to present their case and 
provide evidence. 

4. Consequences: 

In general, malpractice may lead to downgrading or failure of the assessment 
component concerned. 
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Consequences for academic misconduct will be proportionate to the severity of the 
offense and may include: 

o A verbal or written warning. 

o Re-submission of work 

o A failing grade for the assignment or examination. 

o Suspension or expulsion in cases of severe or repeated misconduct. 

o The school is obliged to inform the examination board of the IBO or the 
school’s board of examiners (“Prüfungskommission”) for the Abitur if 
malpractice occurs during external examinations. The consequences 
may include disqualification of the component affected or even of the full 
Abitur or IB Diploma.  

o The school supports the IBO’s measures to ensure academic integrity. 
Appendix B shows a copy of the measures as indicated in the Academic 
integrity policy © International Baccalaureate Organization, published 
October 2019, updated March 2023 

o An IB Diploma/certificate or an Abitur may be withdrawn at any time 
should malpractice be established subsequently. 

Conclusion 

The commitment to academic integrity is essential to maintaining the quality and 
credibility of education at Schillerschule Hannover. By adhering to this policy, all 
members of our community contribute to an environment where academic 
achievements are a true reflection of individual effort and intellectual growth. 
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Appendix A: Implementation of Academic integrity at Schillerschule – matters in 
existence for all students 
 

In year 5 all students attend a 3-month course on how to work with their own and 
the school’s computer equipment. This course includes a variety of student’s 
activities not only based on the technological aspect but on the use of technologies 
for homework, presentation and so forth. One mandatory focus of this course is 
academic integrity. On an age-based level students learn the basic concepts 
relating to academic integrity, especially intellectual property and authenticity. 

All students regularly have written examinations in almost all subjects taught at 
Schillerschule. Matters as not allowing one’s work to be copied by another student, 
taking unauthorized material into an examination room or misconduct during an 
examination are discussed in class every year. 

There is a policy on the introduction of new methods of learning at Schillerschule. 
This includes a compulsory list of methods to be taught and used by each subject 
in a given year. Additionally, there is a new compulsory subject introduced for 
years 8 – 10 compulsory subjects (“Profilunterricht”) which sets a focus on new 
ways of learning and new ways of presenting results. During these lessons, there is 
a clear focus on academic integrity regarding plagiarism and collusion. 

In year 11 students have a 2-week practical placement in a company. They have to 
write a report on their placement including an investigation into general aspects of 
the field of work they were experiencing. As preparation during class, matters 
concerning intellectual property and plagiarism are dealt with. Students are given 
examples of conventions for citing and acknowledging original authorship. Students 
have to sign a declaration stating that all work they submit in the report will be their 
own authentic work. The examining teacher checks candidates’ work for 
plagiarism. Malpractice is leading to downgrading or failure of this assessment 
component. 
At the end of year 11, students have two days of getting to know the “Facharbeit” 
(IB: Extended essay) that is written in year 12. One important module in these two 
days is the topic academic integrity (citations, plagiarism, use of AI etc.) 
For years 11-13 students are provided with a detailed list of regulations for the 
German sixth form given by Lower Saxony’s ministry of education. This list also 
includes a list of malpractice and consequences. Students have to sign that they 
have read all the regulations given by the Ministry of Education. 
 
In year 12 all students have to write an extended essay for the German Abitur (or 
the IB Diploma Programme). For one term, two lessons per week are assigned to 
the preparation of this task. The matters treated in year 11 as described above 
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(intellectual property and plagiarism, examples of conventions for citing and 
acknowledging original authorship) are reviewed and deepened in these lessons. 
Students have to sign a declaration stating that all work they submit in the essay 
will be their own authentic work. Students are warned that the examining teacher 
checks candidates’ work for plagiarism for instance with a software owned by the 
school. Students are informed that malpractice will lead to downgrading or failure of 
this assessment component and may lead to failure in the Abitur and IB Diploma. 
 
Before the final examinations for the Abitur take place, all students are informed by 
the coordinator on the conduct of the examinations including malpractice and 
consequences. Students receive a written copy of the regulation and have to sign 
that they have read and understood all regulations. 
Before each exam the headmistress reads these regulations to all the students and 
reminds them of the regulation they have signed with regard to academic integrity. 
 
Implementation of Academic Integrity at Schillerschule – specific aspects for 
the IB Diploma Programme 

Some of the following points are IB-specific and therefore addressed to our IB 
Diploma Programme students only (for instance references to some specific 
regulations as stated in the “General Regulations: Diploma Programme”). However, 
all aspects of academic integrity stated in this paragraph that are sensible for the 
school in general are translated into German and implemented for the entire school 
community.  

• There is a written academic integrity policy in English and in German that is 
published and copied to all students, legal guardians and teachers at 
Schillerschule (this policy is stated above). 

• In year 12 and 13 the approach to teaching the areas citing and referencing are 
standardized throughout the courses involved. There are specially designed 
student activities for this field. 

• In the first week of the first year of the Diploma Programme, all students and 
their legal guardians will be provided with a link to the IBO document “General 
Regulations: Diploma Programme”. A parent-student evening will be held right 
afterwards. One important topic will be issues related to academic integrity and 
malpractice as stated in the General Regulations and the school’s academic 
integrity policy. Consequences of malpractice are clearly stated.  

• All students sign an academic integrity contract. On this contract they have to 
declare that they have read, understood and approved the regulations on 
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academic integrity, understand the consequences of malpractice and that all 
work they submit for assessment during the Programme is their own authentic 
work. 

• Teachers provide students with examples of academic integrity in their subject 
(this includes acknowledgement of sources, treatment of legitimate 
collaboration and unacceptable collusion or plagiarism and the relevant 
requirements stated in the relevant subject guides). The topic academic 
integrity is treated in the subjects throughout the two-year programme.  
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Appendix B: Student academic misconduct (extracts from: Academic integrity policy 
© International Baccalaureate Organization, published October 2019, updated March 2023) 
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